West Pines Community Church

Men’s Bible Study


Brief Survey of Cults, Apologetics &
Other Confusing Topics
Part 1 of 4 – Introduction

Introduction (why are we here?!?)
If living a Christian life was only made up of interactions with God and his genuine followers then studies like this one would be pointless. There would exist no twisting of God’s truth, and no attempts would be made to lead people away from God’s truth. The moment you try to start a discussion about God in a group of 5 or more people, outside church (sometime even within), you discover that the reality of our daily lives is far from the bliss in the first sentence.
Continuous advances in transportation and telecommunications make the exposure to ideas questioning our faith an increasing daily struggle. Not knowing why we believe what we believe, and what is out there that is attempting to compete with the truth of God, makes us both vulnerable to deception and likely to not grow in Christ and instead, stay infants in the family of God.
This session will present the discipline of equipping oneself for the challenges outlined above, and the reasons and goals of doing so, or apologetics.
Definitions (apolo-who?!)
The area of Theology concerning itself with the presentation and defense of the reasons for our beliefs is called apologetics. It is a coined term from 2 Greek words: apo – meaning “of origin of a cause” and logos  - meaning “doctrine or teaching”. We find its roots as early as the New Testament (see notes in the next section) and throughout history as Christians have worked on defining and defending their faith (St. Augustine in the 5th century in his “City of God”, John Calvin in the 1500’s with the “Institutes of the Christian Religion” and so on).
As this study is concerned with guarding against deception, the terms cults, sects and false religions are also important. For the purposes of simplification we will deal with all of them as a single category of “false religion” as a movement with some or most of the following characteristics:
· Denial of the true nature of God.

· Works-emphasis salvation.

· The true church.

· Authoritative leadership.

· Regimented giving to the church.

· Loss of salvation with loss of membership.

· Authority outside the Bible.

· Unique truths never before revealed.

This is not a necessarily complete list of traits of a false religion however, a movement containing 2, 3 or more of the above is definitely to be scrutinized and confronted or exposed.
Biblical Mandate (why should we even care?)
We are not to only approach this as a research or defense-driven objective. We have very clear direction in the Bible that we are not to simply confess faith in Christ and stop there. Jesus tells us that the way we show love to Him is by following His commandments (John 14:15). How else are we to keep God’s commandments except through the study and understanding of the word of God? We are also expected to always be clear on what and why we believe:
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; (1 Peter 3:15)

When Paul is being questioned on the authenticity of his apostleship, he uses the term apologia to define his defense:
1 Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are you not my work in the Lord? 2 If I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to you. For you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 3 My defense to those who examine me is this: (1 Corinthians 3:1-3)
Many more places where this is found in the Bible, give us a clear directive that it is not just an option for the “reading types”… see the following for further reading:
· http://bible.crosswalk.com/InterlinearBible/bible.cgi?word=apologia&section=2&version=kjv
· http://www.apologeticsinfo.org/OUTLINES/apologetics.html
The Other Guys (does anyone else care?)
As if things weren’t interesting as they are, there is another factor to this matter that makes it even more important. The followers and leaders of the many false religions are not simply content with their “own world” of belief. They make a special effort to prepare and then confront others with their twist on the truth. You have most likely experienced this in the past in the form of a visit from the Jehovah’s Witness or the pair of LDS/Mormon visitors knocking on your door.
If you are still in the “infant” stages of your Christianity, then you will easily sit through one or more “presentations” that they have for you, and most of it will make sense and seem like it “gels” with the stuff you hear in the genuine Christ-led church. As the cliché states, “the devil is indeed in the details.”
The leaders of the false churches do not shy away from altering the Scriptures, or even producing writings that represent the latest and greatest of God’s “new revelations”. These materials are carefully put together and targeted at audiences belonging to the true family of God, with just enough “truth” to make it appealing to the unprepared.

Considering the biblical mandates in the previous session, we should not need this as encouragement; however it is what it is: if the followers of false teachings can dedicate all that time and intellect, we should be at least as much interested in the true revelation of God… maybe not should, but MUST!
Closer To God (what’s in it for me?)
Last in order, but probably first in relevance, is the direct effect that the study of Scripture and the continual ability to answer about our faith: the closeness to God that being familiar with the Bible brings. The “Biblical Mandates” section gives us the initiative, or the “kick start”, for being genuinely interested in the whole area of apologetics. However, that “kick” alone will not keep us going. What does keep us going is the miraculous effect of keeping the word of God close to a heart occupied by the Holy Spirit. That is the process of sanctification or the growing-up of a baby believer.
Having the word of God close to our hearts and minds is the only way to make it through everyday life, and still stay within the will of God… trying on our own, “winging it” without the instruction of the Holy Scripture is a guaranteed failure. God’s answers to life’s problems are not found in deep self-examination and invention of new ideas; they are where they always have been, in His Word…
Upcoming
Introduction to one of the largest cults of recent history – Church of Jesus Christ of Later-day Saints – LDS or The Mormon Church
Resources (what smarter people than the person writing this have to say)
· Definition of apologetics from the new testament Greek usage - http://bible.crosswalk.com/Lexicons/Greek/grk.cgi?number=626&version=kjv 

· The Encyclopedia Britannica Online Definition of “apologetics” - http://www.britannica.com/ebc/article?tocId=9355589&query=apologetics&ct=
· Overview of Counterfeit Religion - http://www.mrm.org/multimedia/text/counterfeit-christian-church.html
· Detailed Apologetics Resource Site (very good) - http://www.apologeticsindex.org/ 
Page 1 of 3

5/4/2005

