West Pines Community Church

Men’s Bible Study


Brief Survey of Cults, Apologetics &
Other Confusing Topics
Part 3 of 4 – Jehovah’s Witness and the Watchtower
Bible and Tract Society
(JW)

Some Facts & Figures
· Founded by Charles Taze Russell, 1870, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania & Brooklyn, New York
· Official formation of the current name by Judge Joseph Franklin Rutherford, in 1931, Columbus, Ohio

· The split in 1917, after Russell’s death left
· The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society – the major branch

· The Dawn Bible Students Association – smaller group of Russell’s followers.

· Over 5 million members world wide… 300,000 new converts per year… 1.4 billion hours of door to door witnessing per year
· In the US: 1 million members… 43,000 new converts per year… 178 million door to door hours.

· 832 combined issue copies per year are published by the Society, in 125 languages…
· The Society owns all Kingdom Halls, factory buildings in Brooklyn along with housing for the 3000+ resident volunteer workers..
Beginnings
Charles Taze Russell, born in 1852, started early in life on his path leading away from biblical teachings. In 1870, at age 18, he organized a bible class in Pittsburgh, which in 1876 elected him “Pastor” of the group. From then till 1878 he was the assistant editor of a Rochester, NY monthly magazine. He resigned when controversy arose over his counterarguments on the atonement of Christ.
In 1879 he founded the predecessor of the current The Watchtower Announcing Jehovah’s Kingdom, the publication The Herald of The Morning. 

In 1884 he founded the Zion’s Watch Tower Tract Society at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, which by 1886 published the first 6, of the 7 prophesied, books. They were originally published as The Millennial Dreams and are not entitled as Studies in the Scriptures.

In 1908 the headquarters were moved to Brooklyn, NY, where the purchased property became known as The Brooklyn Tabernacle. Russell controlled 99% of the ownership share of the Society
Russell died in 1916, after which the 7th book was published from his writings, which caused a major split in the movement, culminating in Judge Rutherford taking leadership and adopting the name Jehovah’s Witnesses in 1931.
Articles from The Brooklyn Daily Eagle exist to this day on microfilm, documenting the scams and court proceedings Russell was involved in, including several cases where his lies perjured him under oath, claiming to know the Greek alphabet and then not knowing the letters presented to him, claiming to have been properly ordained and the acknowledging that he was not. Another case from 1954, records the statements of yet-to-be president Frederick W. Frantz, claiming to have substantial knowledge of Hebrew, so that he can provide superior translation of the old testament. However when later presented with the Genesis 4:2 verse in Hebrew, he acknowledged not to be able to translate at all.
The JW Bible and Texts
The JW claim is that the Bible itself will not enlighten anyone, but on the contrary it will lead the unguided reader, even a believer, to darkness:
“…the Bible alone, though he has understood his Bible for ten years, our experience sows that within two years he goes into darkness… read the SCRIPTURE STUDIES with their references, and had not read a page of the Bible , as such, he would be in the light at the end of two years…” (The Watchtower, Sep. 15th 1910, pg 298
The bible the JWs use is the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures, containing strategically altered texts to provide superficial support for their doctrine.
The JWs claim that the committee composed for the translation from Greek and Hebrew, was composed of competent scholars. However they have never released the list of people on the committee. From JW resources involved in the translation process in 1950, the partial list of members identified as the translators is known, and none of them have any university education whatsoever, except for the soon-to-be president of JW, Frederick Franz, who had partial university attendance.
The Society has had to make several revisions of their recorded claims over the years, one of which relates to the prophesies of the second coming of Christ. Originally set to be the “beginning of the end” at 1799, was adjusted to 1874, and then changed to 1914. Then 1914 was identified as the end of the battle of Armageddon, and then it was changed again to mean that the battle would end shortly after 1914. The next change was that the battle would come in 1925, and then again the adjustment is that people born by 1914 will not all die before the battle is done. The latest adjustment, in 1995, generalizes this prophesy to the point of complete ambiguity. It basically says that this generation means people of earth who see the sign of Christ’s presence, but fail to correct their ways.
JW Theology
· Disagreement with their teachings result in disfellowship 
· “…a disfellowhipped person is cut-off from the congregation, and the congregation has nothing to do with him… nor will they so much as say “hello” or “good-bye” to him… or show him recognition in any way… The disfelloshipped person …  should inform any approaching him that he is disfelloshipped… relatives? Should be made to realize that his visits are not welcomed…”
· “avid independent thinking… [and] questioning the counsel that is provided by God’s visible organization… “
· Mormon view of God:
· …Satan is the originator of the Trinity doctrine (Let God Be True, WBTS 1946, ed. 100)
· The true Scriptures speak of God’s Son, the Word, as ‘a god’. He is a ‘mighty god’, but not the Almighty God, who is Jehovah (The Truth Shall Make You Free)

· The Bible’s use of ‘holly spirit’ indicates that it is a controlled force that Jehovah God uses to accomplish a variety of his purposes… (Should You Believe the Trinity)
· View of the virgin birth:
· He was not a spirit-human hybrid, a man and at the same time a spirit person… He was flesh. (What Has Religion Done for Mankind)
· Salvation/Resurrection
· When God sent Jesus to earth as the ransom, he made Jesus to he hat would satisfy justice, not an incarnation, not a god-man, but a perfect man, ‘lower than angels’ (Should You Believe)
· Jehovah God raised him from the dead, not as a human Son, but as a mighty immortal spirit Son… (Let God Be True, 276)
· Levels of Witnesses depending on number of hours spent annually in “fieldwork”. 1200 hours = Publisher, 1200++ = Pioneer….
· The Lord’s Supper only partaken by the anointed ones, heavenly class… only those born before 1914…. Less than 9000 JWs world wide qualify.

· To receive everlasting life in the earthly Paradise we must identify that organization and serve God as part of it (The Watchtower, Feb. 5th, 1983)

· Hell: a lie which the Devil has spread (You Can Live)

· At death man’s spirit, his life-force, which is sustained by breathing, ‘goes out’. It no longer exists (You Can Live)

· Only a little flock of 144,000 go to heaven and rule with Christ (Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Twentieth Century)
Social Controversies

Government:

· Hence no witness of Jehovah, who ascribes salvation only to Him, may salute any national emblem without violating Jehovah’s commandments against idolatry (LGBT, 243)
Finances:

· Russell’s 99% ownership of the Society.
· Admitted, documented scandal with “Miracle Wheat” and Russell
Church Structure
· Very theocratic and centralized.

· Heavy control and prohibition of questioning the church’s teachings.

· Volunteers at the JW’s factories and farms live in JW housing and receive no pay except minimum funds for incidental costs ($14 per month as noted 8 years ago)

· 1857, John D. Lee and group of LDS members annihilated 100 non-Mormon immigrants in order for  the LDS to remain in control of Utah… When Brigham Young was told, the record of his reply, in the Mormon writings is: “As soon as we can get a court of justice we will ferret this thing out, but till then, don’t say a thing about it”

· John D. Lee was brought to justice 20 years later and executed. The LDS excommunicated him and then reinstated his membership in 1961.

· Early changes in leadership brought about major changes in teaching and severity of presentation.

Upcoming
Brief overview of several groups like: The Word Faith Movement, Scientology, Seventh Day Adventist, etc.
Resources (what smarter people than the person writing this have to say)
· Ex-witness resources - http://www.freeminds.org/ 
· Articles on JWs - http://www.watchman.org/jw/index.htm 

· More resources - http://evidenceministries.org/
· Apologetics Site (very good) - http://www.apologeticsindex.org/ 

· Kingdom Of The Cults - http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/1556617143/104-8531581-6530329?v=glance 
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